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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR SECURELY
TRANSMITTING AND RECEIVING
DISCOVERY AND PAGING MESSAGES

The present application claims priority to provisional U.S.
Application Ser. No. 61/694,536, entitled “SYSTEMS AND
METHODS FOR SECURELY TRANSMITTING AND
RECEIVING DISCOVERY AND PAGING MESSAGES,”
filed Aug. 29, 2012, assigned to the assignee hereof and
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. The present
application further claims priority to provisional U.S. Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/717,014, entitled “SYSTEMS AND
METHODS FOR SECURELY TRANSMITTING AND
RECEIVING DISCOVERY AND PAGING MESSAGES,”
filed Oct. 22,2012, assigned to the assignee hereof and incor-
porated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present application relates generally to wireless com-
munications, and more specifically to systems, methods, and
devices for securely transmitting and receiving discovery and
paging messages.

2. Background

In many telecommunication systems, communications
networks are used to exchange messages among several inter-
acting spatially-separated devices. Networks may be classi-
fied according to geographic scope, which could be, for
example, a metropolitan area, a local area, or a personal area.
Such networks would be designated respectively as a wide
area network (WAN), metropolitan area network (MAN),
local area network (LAN), wireless local area network
(WLAN), or personal area network (PAN). Networks also
differ according to the switching/routing technique used to
interconnect the various network nodes and devices (e.g.
circuit switching vs. packet switching), the type of physical
media employed for transmission (e.g. wired vs. wireless),
and the set of communication protocols used (e.g. Internet
protocol suite, SONET (Synchronous Optical Networking),
Ethernet, etc.).

Wireless networks are often preferred when the network
elements are mobile and thus have dynamic connectivity
needs, or if the network architecture is formed in an ad hoc,
rather than fixed, topology. Wireless networks employ intan-
gible physical media in an unguided propagation mode using
electromagnetic waves in the radio, microwave, infra-red,
optical, etc. frequency bands. Wireless networks advanta-
geously facilitate user mobility and rapid field deployment
when compared to fixed wired networks.

Devices in a wireless network may transmit and/or receive
information to and from each other. The information may
comprise packets, which in some aspects may be referred to
as data units. The packets may include overhead information
(e.g., header information, packet properties, etc.) that helps in
routing the packets through the network, identifying the data
in the packets, processing the packets, etc. The packets may
further include data, such as user data, multimedia content,
etc. that may be carried in a payload of the packet. Packets
may additionally be used to introduce two different devices
communicating on a medium. The communication medium
may be shared by multiple devices and may be monitored by
potentially harmful devices seeking to misuse (e.g., intercept,
replay, etc.) the communicated packets. Thus, improved sys-
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2

tems, methods, and devices for securing the communication
of packets or messages transmitted and/or received via the
medium are desired.

SUMMARY

The systems, methods, devices, and computer program
products discussed herein each have several aspects, no single
one of which is solely responsible for its desirable attributes.
Without limiting the scope of this invention as expressed by
the claims which follow, some features are discussed briefly
below. After considering this discussion, and particularly
after reading the section entitled “Detailed Description,” it
will be understood how advantageous features of this inven-
tion include reduced power consumption when introducing
devices on a medium.

One aspect of the disclosure is a wireless apparatus oper-
able in a wireless communication system comprising: an
application including one or more credentials; a processor
configured to encrypt at least a portion of a discovery packet
using one or more credentials of an application that, when
executed, provides one or more services, the discovery packet
including information for advertising at least one service
provided by the application to one or more receiving devices;
and a transmitter configured to transmit the discovery packet
for being received by the one or more receiving devices.

Another aspect of the disclosure is a method of securely
transmitting packets in a wireless communication system,
comprising: encrypting at least a portion of a discovery
packet using one or more credentials of an application that,
when executed, provides one or more services, the discovery
packet including information for advertising at least one ser-
vice provided by the application to one or more receiving
devices; and transmitting the discovery packet for being
received by the one or more receiving devices.

Yet another aspect of the disclosure is a wireless apparatus
operable in a wireless communication system comprising:
means for encrypting at least a portion of a discovery packet
using one or more credentials of an application that, when
executed, provides one or more services, the discovery packet
including information for advertising at least one service
provided by the application to one or more receiving devices;
and means for transmitting the discovery packet for being
received by the one or more receiving devices.

Yet another aspect of the disclosure is a computer program
product, comprising a computer-readable medium compris-
ing: code that, when executed by a computer, causes the
computer to encrypt at least a portion of a discovery packet
using one or more credentials of an application that, when
executed, provides one or more services, the discovery packet
including information for advertising at least one service
provided by the application to one or more receiving devices;
and code that, when executed by the computer, causes the
computer to transmit the discovery packet for being received
by the one or more receiving devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a wireless communication
system in which aspects of the present disclosure may be
employed.

FIG. 2 illustrates a functional block diagram of a wireless
device that may be employed within the wireless communi-
cation system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3a illustrates an exemplary communication timeline
in a wireless communication system in accordance with
aspects of the present disclosure.
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FIG. 354 is a flowchart of an exemplary process of discov-
ering devices in a wireless communication system in accor-
dance with aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3¢ is a flowchart of an exemplary process of querying
devices in a wireless communication system in accordance
with aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 illustrates a functional block diagram of a security
system that may be employed within the wireless device of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary portion of a discovery
packet in accordance with aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5a illustrates an exemplary discovery packet in accor-
dance with aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary signal flow diagram illus-
trating signal flow exchanged among entities illustrated in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 illustrates another exemplary signal flow diagram
illustrating signal flow exchanged among entities illustrated
in FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 illustrates another exemplary signal flow diagram
illustrating signal flow exchanged among entities illustrated
in FIG. 1.

FIG. 9 illustrates a functional block diagram illustrating
obfuscation of one or more medium access control addresses.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of an exemplary process of securely
transmitting packets in a wireless communication system in
accordance with aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
wireless device that may be employed within the wireless
communication system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart of another exemplary process of
securely transmitting packets in a wireless communication
system in accordance with aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 13 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
wireless device that may be employed within the wireless
communication system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of another exemplary process of
securely transmitting packets in a wireless communication
system using an access point in accordance with aspects of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 15 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
wireless device that may be employed within the wireless
communication system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart of another exemplary process of
securely transmitting packets in a wireless communication
system using an access point in accordance with aspects of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 17 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
wireless device that may be employed within the wireless
communication system of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean “serving as
an example, instance, or illustration” Any embodiment
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be con-
strued as preferred or advantageous over other embodiments.
Various aspects of the novel systems, apparatuses, and meth-
ods are described more fully hereinafter with reference to the
accompanying drawings. This disclosure may, however, be
embodied in many different forms and should not be con-
strued as limited to any specific structure or function pre-
sented throughout this disclosure. Rather, these aspects are
provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and com-
plete, and will fully convey the scope of the disclosure to
those skilled in the art. Based on the teachings herein one
skilled in the art should appreciate that the scope of the
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disclosure is intended to cover any aspect of the novel sys-
tems, apparatuses, and methods disclosed herein, whether
implemented independently of, or combined with, any other
aspect of the invention. For example, an apparatus may be
implemented or a method may be practiced using any number
of the aspects set forth herein. In addition, the scope of the
invention is intended to cover such an apparatus or method
which is practiced using other structure, functionality, or
structure and functionality in addition to or other than the
various aspects of the invention set forth herein. It should be
understood that any aspect disclosed herein may be embodied
by one or more elements of a claim.

Although particular aspects are described herein, many
variations and permutations of these aspects fall within the
scope of the disclosure. Although some benefits and advan-
tages of the preferred aspects are mentioned, the scope of the
disclosure is not intended to be limited to particular benefits,
uses, or objectives. Rather, aspects of the disclosure are
intended to be broadly applicable to different wireless tech-
nologies, system configurations, networks, and transmission
protocols, some of which are illustrated by way of example in
the figures and in the following description of the preferred
aspects. The detailed description and drawings are merely
illustrative of the disclosure rather than limiting, the scope of
the disclosure being defined by the appended claims and
equivalents thereof.

Popular wireless network technologies may include vari-
ous types of wireless local area networks (WLANs). A
WLAN may be used to interconnect nearby devices together,
employing widely used networking protocols. The various
aspects described herein may apply to any communication
standard, such as a wireless protocol.

In some implementations, a WLAN includes various
devices which are the components that access the wireless
network. For example, there may be two types of devices:
access points (“APs”) and clients (also referred to as stations,
or “STAs”). In general, an AP may serve as a hub or base
station for the WLAN and a STA serves as a user of the
WLAN. For example, a STA may be a laptop computer, a
personal digital assistant (PDA), a mobile phone, etc. In an
example, a STA connects to an AP via a WiFi (e.g., IEEE
802.11 protocol) compliant wireless link to obtain general
connectivity to the Internet or to other wide area networks. In
some implementations a STA may also be used as an AP.

An access point (“AP”) may also comprise, be imple-
mented as, or known as a NodeB, Radio Network Controller
(“RNC”), eNodeB, Base Station Controller (“BSC”), Base
Transceiver Station (“BTS”), Base Station (“BS”), Trans-
ceiver Function (“TF”), Radio Router, Radio Transceiver, or
some other terminology.

A station “STA” may also comprise, be implemented as, or
known as an access terminal (“AT”), a subscriber station, a
subscriber unit, a mobile station, a remote station, a remote
terminal, a user terminal, a user agent, a user device, user
equipment, or some other terminology. In some implementa-
tions an access terminal may comprise a cellular telephone, a
cordless telephone, a Session Initiation Protocol (“SIP”)
phone, a wireless local loop (“WLL”) station, a personal
digital assistant (“PDA”), a handheld device having wireless
connection capability, or some other suitable processing
device or wireless device connected to a wireless modem.
Accordingly, one or more aspects taught herein may be incor-
porated into a phone (e.g., a cellular phone or smartphone), a
computer (e.g., alaptop), a portable communication device, a
headset, a portable computing device (e.g., a personal data
assistant), an entertainment device (e.g., a music or video
device, or a satellite radio), a gaming device or system, a



US 9,130,754 B2

5

global positioning system device, or any other suitable device
that is configured to communicate via a wireless medium.

Devices, such as a group of stations (STAs), for example,
may be used for neighborhood aware networking, or social-
WiFi networking. For example, various STAs within the net-
work may communicate on a device to device (e.g., peer-to-
peer communications) basis with one another regarding
applications that each of the STAs supports. It is desirable for
a discovery protocol used in a social-WiFi network to enable
STAs to advertise themselves (e.g., by sending discovery
packets) as well as discover services provided by other STAs
(e.g., by sending paging or query packets), while ensuring
secure communication and low power consumption. It should
be noted that a discovery packet may also be referred to as a
discovery message or a discovery frame. It should also be
noted that a paging or query packet may also be referred to as
a paging or query message or a paging or query frame.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a wireless communication
system 100 in which aspects of the present disclosure may be
employed. The wireless communication system 100 may
operate pursuant to a wireless standard, such as an 802.11
standard. The wireless communication system 100 may
include an AP 104, which communicates with STAs 106. In
some aspects, the wireless communication system 100 may
include more than one AP. Additionally, the STAs 106 may
communicate with other STAs 106. As an example, a first
STA 106¢ may communicate with a second STA 1065. As
another example, a first STA 106a may communicate with a
third STA 106c¢, although this communication link is not
illustrated in FIG. 1.

A variety of processes and methods may be used for trans-
missions in the wireless communication system 100 between
the AP 104 and the STAs 106 and between an individual STA,
such as the first STA 1064, and another individual STA, such
as the second STA 1065. For example, signals may be sent
and received in accordance with OFDM/OFDMA tech-
niques. If'this is the case, the wireless communication system
100 may be referred to as an OFDM/OFDMA system. Alter-
natively, signals may be sent and received between the AP 104
and the STAs 106 and between an individual STA, such as the
first STA 106a, and another individual STA, such as the
second STA 1065, in accordance with CDMA techniques. If
this is the case, the wireless communication system 100 may
be referred to as a CDMA system.

A communication link that facilitates transmission from
the AP 104 to one or more of the STAs 106 may be referred to
as adownlink (DL) 108, and a communication link that facili-
tates transmission from one or more of the STAs 106 to the AP
104 may be referred to as an uplink (UL) 110. Alternatively,
a downlink 108 may be referred to as a forward link or a
forward channel, and an uplink 110 may be referred to as a
reverse link or a reverse channel.

A communication link may be established between STAs,
such as during social-WiFi networking. Some possible com-
munication links between STAs are illustrated in FIG. 1. As
an example, a communication link 112 may facilitate trans-
mission from the first STA 1064 to the second STA 1065.
Another communication link 114 may facilitate transmission
from the second STA 10656 to the first STA 1064.

The AP 104 may act as a base station and provide wireless
communication coverage in a basic service area (BSA) 102.
The AP 104 along with the STAs 106 associated with the AP
104 and that use the AP 104 for wireless communications may
be referred to as a basic service set (BSS). It should be noted
that the wireless communication system 100 may not have a
central AP 104, but rather may function as a peer-to-peer
network between the STAs 106. Accordingly, the functions of
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the AP 104 described herein may alternatively be performed
by one or more of the STAs 106.

FIG. 2 illustrates various components that may be utilized
in a wireless device 202 that may be employed within the
wireless communication system 100. The wireless device 202
is an example of'a device that may be configured to implement
the various methods described herein. For example, the wire-
less device 202 may comprise the AP 104 or one of the STAs
106.

The wireless device 202 may include a processor 204
which controls operation of the wireless device 202. The
processor 204 may also be referred to as a central processing
unit (CPU). Memory 206, which may include both read-only
memory (ROM) and random access memory (RAM), may
provide instructions and data to the processor 204. A portion
of the memory 206 may also include non-volatile random
access memory (NVRAM). The processor 204 typically per-
forms logical and arithmetic operations based on program
instructions stored within the memory 206. The instructions
in the memory 206 may be executable to implement the
methods described herein.

The processor 204 may comprise or be a component of a
processing system implemented with one or more processors.
The one or more processors may be implemented with any
combination of general-purpose microprocessors, microcon-
trollers, digital signal processors (DSPs), field programmable
gate array (FPGAs), programmable logic devices (PLDs),
controllers, state machines, gated logic, discrete hardware
components, dedicated hardware finite state machines, or any
other suitable entities that can perform calculations or other
manipulations of information.

The processing system may also include machine-readable
media for storing software. Software shall be construed
broadly to mean any type of instructions, whether referred to
as software, firmware, middleware, microcode, hardware
description language, or otherwise. Instructions may include
code (e.g., in source code format, binary code format, execut-
able code format, or any other suitable format of code). The
instructions, when executed by the one or more processors,
cause the processing system to perform the various functions
described herein.

The wireless device 202 may also include a housing 208
that may include a transmitter 210 and/or a receiver 212 to
allow transmission and reception of data between the wireless
device 202 and a remote location. The transmitter 210 and
receiver 212 may be combined into a transceiver 214. An
antenna 216 may be attached to the housing 208 and electri-
cally coupled to the transceiver 214. The wireless device 202
may also include (not shown) multiple transmitters, multiple
receivers, multiple transceivers, and/or multiple antennas.

The transmitter 210 may be configured to wirelessly trans-
mit packets having different packet types or functions. For
example, the transmitter 210 may be configured to transmit
packets of different types generated by the processor 204.
When the wireless device 202 is implemented or used as an
AP 104 or STA 106, the processor 204 may be configured to
process packets of a plurality of different packet types. For
example, the processor 204 may be configured to determine
the type of packet and to process the packet and/or fields of the
packet accordingly. When the wireless device 202 is imple-
mented or used as an AP 104, the processor 204 may also be
configured to select and generate one of a plurality of packet
types. For example, the processor 204 may be configured to
generate a discovery packet comprising a discovery message
and to determine what type of packet information to use in a
particular instance.
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The receiver 212 may be configured to wirelessly receive
packets having different packet types. In some aspects, the
receiver 212 may be configured to detect a type of a packet
used and to process the packet accordingly.

The wireless device 202 may also include a signal detector
218 that may be used in an effort to detect and quantify the
level of signals received by the transceiver 214. The signal
detector 218 may detect such signals as total energy, energy
per subcarrier per symbol, power spectral density and other
signals. The wireless device 202 may also include a digital
signal processor (DSP) 220 for use in processing signals. The
DSP 220 may be configured to generate a packet for trans-
mission. In some aspects, the packet may comprise a physical
layer data unit (PPDU).

The wireless device 202 may further comprise a user inter-
face 222 in some aspects. The user interface 222 may com-
prise a keypad, a microphone, a speaker, and/or a display. The
user interface 222 may include any element or component
that conveys information to a user of the wireless device 202
and/or receives input from the user.

The various components of the wireless device 202 may be
coupled together by a bus system 226. The bus system 226
may include a data bus, for example, as well as a power bus,
a control signal bus, and a status signal bus in addition to the
data bus. The components of the wireless device 202 may be
coupled together or accept or provide inputs to each other
using some other mechanism.

Although a number of separate components are illustrated
in FI1G. 2, one or more of the components may be combined or
commonly implemented. For example, the processor 204
may be used to implement not only the functionality
described above with respect to the processor 204, but also to
implement the functionality described above with respect to
the signal detector 218 and/or the DSP 220. Further, each of
the components illustrated in FIG. 2 may be implemented
using a plurality of separate elements.

To ensure proper communication between devices such as
AP 104 and the STAs 106 or between multiple STAs 106, the
AP 104 or STAs 106 may require information regarding char-
acteristics of the AP 104 or STAs 106. For example, the STA
106 may require timing information about the AP 104 in order
to synchronize timing of communication between the STA
106 and the AP 104. Additionally or alternatively, the STA
106 may require other information such as a medium access
control (MAC) address of the AP 104 or another STA, an
identifier of the basic service set (BSS) served by the AP 104,
etc. The STA 106 may determine whether it needs such infor-
mation independently, such as through software that is
executed using memory 206 and processor 204.

The AP 104 or STA 106 may have a plurality of operational
modes. For example, the STA 106 may have a first operational
mode referred to as an active mode, normal operation mode,
or full power mode. In the active mode, the STA 106 may
always be in an “awake” state and actively transmit/receive
data with another STA 106. Further, the STA 106 may have a
second operational mode referred to as a power-save mode or
sleep mode. In the power-save mode, the STA 106 may be in
the “awake” state or may be ina “doze” or “sleep” state where
the STA 106 does not actively transmit/receive data with
another STA 106. For example, the receiver 212 and possibly
DSP 220 and signal detector 218 of the STA 106 may operate
using reduced power consumption in the doze state. Further,
in the power-save mode, a STA 106 may occasionally enter
the awake state to listen to messages from an AP 104 or from
other STAs (e.g., paging messages) that indicate to the STA
106 whether or not the STA 106 needs to “wake up” (e.g.,
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enter the awake state) at a certain time so as to be able to
transmit/receive data with the AP 104 or another STA.

FIG. 3a illustrates an exemplary communication timeline
300q in a wireless communication system where devices may
communicate via one channel. The exemplary communica-
tion timeline 300a may include a discovery interval (DI) 302a
of'a time duration AA 306a, a paging interval (PI) 304a ofa
time duration AB 3084, and an overall interval of a time
duration AC 310a. In some aspects, communications may
occur via other channels as well. Time increases horizontally
across the page over the time axis.

During the DI 3024, APs or STAs may advertise services
through broadcast messages such as discovery packets. APs
or STAs may listen to broadcast messages transmitted by
other APs or STAs. In some aspects, the duration of DIs may
vary over time. In other aspects, the duration of the DI may
remain fixed over a period of time. The end of the DI 302«
may be separated from the beginning of the subsequent PI
304a by a first remainder period of time as illustrated in FIG.
3a. The end of the PI 3044 may be separated from the begin-
ning of a subsequent DI by a different remainder period of
time as illustrated in FIG. 3a.

During the PI 3044, APs or STAs may indicate interest in
one or more of a plurality of services advertised in a broadcast
message by transmitting paging request messages such as
paging request packets. APs or STAs may listen to paging
request messages transmitted by other APs or STAs. In some
aspects, the duration of the PI may vary over time. In other
aspects, the duration of the PI may remain constant over a
period oftime. In some aspects, the duration of the PI may be
less than the duration of the DI.

The overall interval of duration AC 310a may measure the
period of time from the beginning of one DI to the beginning
of'a subsequent DI as illustrated in FIG. 3a. In some aspects,
the duration of the overall interval may vary over time. In
other aspects, the duration of the overall interval may remain
constant over a period of time. At the conclusion of the overall
interval of duration AC 310qa, another overall interval may
begin, including a DI, a PI, and the remainder intervals. Con-
secutive overall intervals may follow indefinitely or continue
for a fixed period of time.

A STA may enter a sleep or power-save mode when the
STA is not transmitting or listening or is not expecting to
transmit or listen. As an example, the STA may sleep during
periods other than the DI or P1. The STA in the sleep mode or
power-save mode may awake or return to normal operation or
full power mode at the beginning of the DI or PI to enable
transmission or listening by the STA. In some aspects, the
STA may awake or return to normal operation or full power
mode at other times when the STA expects to communicate
with another device, or as a result of receiving a notification
packet instructing the STA to awake. The STA may awake
early to ensure that the STA receives a transmission.

As described above, during the DI, APs or STAs may
transmit discovery packets (DPs). During the PI, APs or STAs
may transmit paging request packets (PRs). A DP may be a
packet configured to advertise a plurality of services provided
by a STA or AP and to indicate when the paging interval is for
the device that transmits the discovery packet. The DP may
include a data frame, management frame, or management
action frame. The DP may carry information generated by a
higher layer discovery protocol or an application based dis-
covery protocol. The PR may be a packet configured to indi-
cate interest in at least one of the plurality of services pro-
vided by an AP or STA.

The start and end of the DI and PI may be known via
numerous methods to each STA desiring to transmit a discov-
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ery packet or a paging request packet. In some aspects, each
STA may synchronize its clock with the other APs or STAs
and set a shared DI and PI start time and DI duration and PI
duration. In other aspects, a device may send a signal such as
a special clear to send (S-CTS) signal to clear the medium of
legacy communications, such as communications that may
conflict or not be compliant with aspects of the present dis-
closure, and indicate the beginning and duration of the DI or
PI period, as well as additional information about the DI and
PI durations.

A STA potentially interested in services advertised via
discovery packets, such as from other STAs, may awake or
remain awake during the DI and process discovery packets to
determine if a particular discovery packet includes informa-
tion about one or more of'a plurality of services that may be of
interest to the receiving STA. After the DI period, STAs not
planning to communicate information may enter a sleep or
power-save mode for a break period until the next time the
STAs plan to communicate. In some aspects, a STA may enter
the sleep or power-save mode until the STA may communi-
cate additional information with another device outside of the
DI or PI. In some aspects, the STA may enter the sleep or
power-save mode until the beginning of the next P1. At the
beginning of the P, the interested STA may awake to transmit
a paging request packet to the provider of the service.

A STA waiting for a response to a transmitted discovery
packet, such as discovery packets transmitted to other STAs,
may awake or remain awake during the Pl and process paging
request packets to determine if a particular paging request
packet indicates interest by another device in at least one of
plurality of services provided by the STA. After the PI period,
STAs not planning to communicate information may enter a
sleep or power-save mode for a break period until the next
time the STAs plan to communicate. In some aspects, a STA
may enter the sleep or power-save mode until the STA may
communicate additional information with another device out-
side of the DI or PI. In some aspects, the STA may enter the
sleep or power-save mode until the beginning of the next DI.

As examples, the duration AC of the overall interval may
equal approximately one to five seconds in some aspects. In
other aspects, the overall interval may be less than one second
or more than five seconds. The duration AA of the DI may
equal approximately 16 ms in some aspects while more or less
than 16 ms in other aspects. The duration AB of the PI may
equal approximately the duration AA in some aspects. In
other aspects, the duration AB may be more or less than the
duration AA.

FIG. 3b is a flowchart of an exemplary process 3006 of
discovering devices in a wireless communication system in
accordance with aspects of the present disclosure. The pro-
cess 3005 may be used to introduce two devices, such as two
STAs. For example, a STA may advertise information about
one or more of a plurality of services that may be of interest to
various other STAs to which the information is directed. In
some embodiments, a service offered by a STA may include
a service offered by an application (e.g., a gaming applica-
tion, a shopping application, a social networking application,
etc.) that a user has downloaded or that is native to the STA.
For example, a user of the STA may want to invite other users
of'the application to interact with the user via the application.
At block 302b, the STA may initiate transmission of
announcements. Each announcement may include a discov-
ery packet or message including the information relating to
the one or more services. At block 3045, the STA may wake
up from a power-save mode or sleep mode during a discovery
interval to send announcements to one or more STAs. At
block 3065, the STA may send one or more short announce-

5

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

ments regarding a particular service, such as “Jack’s Fruits,”
in order to facilitate discovery of the STA. The short
announcements may include a discovery packet or message.
The receiving STAs that are interested in the one or more
services advertised by the STA may respond with a paging
request (or query request) packet or message that indicates
interest in the service provided by the STA. Atblock 3085, the
STA may receive queries (e.g., a paging or query request) for
information on the particular service, such as “Jack’s Fruits.”
In response, at block 3105, the STA may send a response to
the queries. Follow on messaging between the STA and the
various querying STAs may occur. The STA and the various
STAs may enter power-save mode or sleep mode in the inter-
vals between the exchanges of messages between the STAs.
The receiving may be performed by receiver 212 or the trans-
ceiver 214, for example, and the transmitting may be per-
formed by the transmitter 210 or the transceiver 214, for
example.

FIG. 3¢ is a flowchart of an exemplary process 300c of
querying devices in a wireless communication system in
accordance with aspects of the present disclosure. At block
302¢, a STA may input a shopping list, which may include
various vendors that a user of the STA may have an interest.
For example, a user may download a shopping list from the
Internet. Although the process 300c¢ is described with respect
to a shopping application, those having ordinary skill in the
art will appreciate that the process 300c applies to other
applications, such as gaming applications, social networking
applications, etc. Atblock 304¢, the STA may set up filters for
the shopping list. For example, a filter may be set up to allow
the STA to wake up from a power-save mode or sleep mode
only when a discovery packet or message is received for
particular vendors or applications. At block 306¢, the STA
may wake up during a discovery interval to listen to
announcements. Each announcement may include a discov-
ery packet or message including information relating to one
or more services offered by one or more other STAs. Atblock
308c¢, the STA may receive an announcement from a second
STA, such as a “Jack’s Fruits” announcement. The STA may
determine whether it is interested in one or more sets of
information related to the announcement and may respond
with a paging request (or query request) packet or message
that indicates its interest in the information. For example, if
the STA is interested in a particular sale item offered by the
second STA, the STA may respond with a paging request (or
query request) packet or message. At block 310c¢, the STA
sends a query for more information relating to the announce-
ment, such as more information on Jack’s Fruits. At block
312¢, the STA may receive a response to one or more queries
that the STA sent to other STAs regarding services offered by
the other STAs.

It is desirable for the STAs described above (e.g., using a
discovery protocol used in a social-WiFi network) to be able
to advertise themselves, as well as discover services provided
by other STAs, using a secure communication protocol and
while keeping power consumption low. For example, it is
desirable for a STA to advertise its offered services by
securely sending discovery packets or messages and for the
STA to discover services offered by other STAs by securely
sending paging or query packets or messages.

FIG. 4 illustrates a functional block diagram of a security
system 400 that may be employed within the wireless device
202 of FIG. 2. The security system 400 includes a memory
(not shown), an application 402, a discovery engine 404, a
security module 408, and a medium access control 406 layer.
The application may be stored in the memory, and may be
executed by a computer or processor to provide one or more
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services. In some embodiments, the memory and the appli-
cation 402 may be separate from the security system 400, and
may be in communication with the security system. The wire-
less device 202 and/or the security system 400 may include a
plurality of applications. The applications may include, for
example, a gaming application, a music application, a shop-
ping application, and the like, and may each provide services
to the user of the wireless device 202 and to one or more
receiving devices that are configured to receive discovery
messages from the wireless device 202.

Each of the plurality of applications, including the appli-
cation 402, may request security services from the security
module 408. In some embodiments, the security module 408
may be included in the discovery engine 404. In other
embodiments, the security module 408 may be separate from
the discovery engine 404. Each of the applications, including
the application 402, may pass credentials to the security mod-
ule 408 in order to allow the security module 408 to properly
secure messages or packets transmitted by the wireless device
202. The credentials may be specific to each particular appli-
cation. The credentials may include an encryption key that is
used to encrypt a message or packet that is intended to be
transmitted to another wireless device. The discovery engine
404 and the security module 408 may reside within a layer 2
that is above the medium access control 406 layer so that the
credentials are passed from the application 402 to the security
module at layer 2. In some embodiments, the discovery
engine and the security module 408 may reside within the
medium access control layer. Examples of security services
offered by the security module 408 include encryption of
announcements (e.g., discovery messages or packets),
encryption of paging or query messages or packets, authen-
tication of peer devices (e.g., peer STAs), and medium access
control obfuscation. For example, the security module 408
may use the credentials provided by the application 402 to
encrypt a discovery packet, a paging request packet, or any
other packets transmitted from the wireless device 202. The
security module 408 may also authenticate other wireless
devices that attempt to communicate with the wireless device
202. The security module 408 may also obfuscate the medium
access control address of the wireless device 202 in order to
prevent unauthorized use of packets sent to and from the
wireless device 202.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary portion of a discovery
packet 500 in accordance with aspects of the present disclo-
sure. The portion of the discovery packet 500 illustrates an
example of an encrypted field of a discovery packet that may
be encrypted by the security module 408. The discovery
packet may be transmitted from one STA to another STA in a
social WiFi network. Various applications that are down-
loaded or that are native to a STA may require that announce-
ment or discovery packets may be decoded only by a pre-
determined group of other STAs. For example, a gaming
application may require that only subscribers to that applica-
tion need to know ifthe gaming application is active (e.g., that
the STA with the gaming application is broadcasting discov-
ery packets), and thus may only provide those STAs for the
particular subscribers with the credentials necessary for
decoding packets or messages relating to that application.
The credentials may provide the keys needed to encrypt and/
or decrypt the information included in the packets. The cre-
dentials may be provided by the application. The portion of
the discovery packet 500 includes various portions or sub-
fields, including a sequence number sub-field 502, an
encrypted announcement message sub-field 504, and a mes-
sage integrity check (MIC) sub-field 506. It should be noted
that the sub-fields of the discovery packet portion 500
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described below do not necessarily need to be included in the
discovery packet in the same order as described. Rather, the
sub-fields may be included in any order or any portion of the
discovery packet portion 500. The order of the sub-fields in a
given discovery packet may be predetermined (e.g., pro-
grammed at manufacture of the device or upon initialization
of the device, communicated in a separate message between
wireless devices, etc.), however, such that the wireless
devices (e.g., STAs) have information regarding which bits in
the discovery packet correspond to which portions. It should
also be noted that the portion of the discovery packet 500 may
include other sub-fields with additional information, such as
a length sub-field, an encryption indication sub-field, device/
service information sub-field, etc., which will be discussed
further below with respect to FIG. 5a.

The sequence number 502 may provide protection from
attacks by unauthorized STAs that attempt to intercept infor-
mation transmitted by a first STA. For example, an unautho-
rized STA may attempt a replay attack where the unautho-
rized STA attempts to intercept packets transmitted to and
from the first STA. The unauthorized STA may thenreplay the
packet to a legitimate STA in order to deceive the legitimate
STA to believe that the replayed packet is legitimately sent by
the first STA. The legitimate STA will not realize that the
unauthorized STA has intercepted and replayed the packet
because the unauthorized STA has not altered the packet. The
sequence number 502 may be used to prevent this type of
attack by incrementing or increasing each time the packet
including the portion 500 is transmitted. A legitimate receiv-
ing STA will expect that the sequence number 502 is higher
than it was last time it received a packet from the first STA,
and thus will only accept a packet if it includes a sequence
number that is higher than previously received. If a replayed
packet is received by the legitimate STA, the sequence num-
ber will not be higher or will be lower than the sequence
number last received by the legitimate STA, and the legiti-
mate STA will not accept the replayed packet.

The encrypted announcement message 504 of the portion
of'the discovery packet 500 may include an application name,
a wireless apparatus name (e.g., announcing STA name), an
application description, a device description, user informa-
tion, or any other private information relating to the announc-
ing STA, application, and/or user of the STA. The announce-
ment message 504 may be encrypted using any known
encryption algorithm. For example, a temporal key integrity
protocol may be used to encrypt the announcement message
504 using a 48 bit initialization vector. As another example, a
Diffie-Hellman key exchange protocol may be used to
encrypt the announcement message 504. The application that
initiates the encryption may provide the keys necessary to
perform the encryption and/or decryption. The encrypted
announcement message (e.g., the encrypted application
name, the encrypted wireless apparatus name, etc.) may be
encrypted using the one or more credentials.

The MIC 506 of the portion of the discovery packet 500
may be used to further protect against unauthorized intercep-
tion or use of the packets transmitted to or from the first STA.
The MIC 506 may be used to protect the payload and/or the
header of the packet by detecting packets that have been
replayed or forged by an unauthorized STA. The MIC 506
may include a hash that is generated using a hashing algo-
rithm. The MIC 506 may be generated for each packet and for
each sender-receiver pair. In some embodiments, a first MIC
may be used for a packet transmitted from the first STA to a
legitimate STA sender and a second MIC may be used for a
packet transmitted from the legitimate STA to the first STA.
The MIC 506 may be based on a value used to produce a key
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(e.g., an initialization vector), a destination medium access
control address, a source medium access control address, a
priority, and/or the payload. The MIC 506 may be appended
to the end of the portion of a discovery packet 500. Upon
receiving a packet with a MIC 506, a receiving STA will
attempt to validate the MIC 506. If a MIC failure is detected,
countermeasures may be taken and the communication may
be ended. If the MIC is verified by the receiving STA, the
frame will be accepted and processed by the receiving STA.
In some embodiments, after the MIC is verified, the receiving
STA may note the value of the sequence number 502 so that
future packets must include a sequence number greater than
the noted value. Further, the transmitting STA may authenti-
cate one or more receiving devices from which a paging
packet is received using an authentication protocol, as
described further below.

In some embodiments, a discovery packet may include
multiple fields with one or more encrypted fields and one or
more unencrypted fields. For example, FIG. 5a illustrates an
exemplary discovery packet 5004 in accordance with aspects
of'the present disclosure. The discovery packet 500a includes
at least one encrypted field 510q and at least one unencrypted
field 512a. Fields 514a and 516a may be encrypted or unen-
crypted, depending on the use of the particular discovery
packet 500a. In some embodiments, the discovery engine
404a and/or the security module 408 may encrypt the fields
and/or the information within the fields, and may insert the
encrypted fields and unencrypted fields into the discovery
packet 500q. In some embodiments, one or more applications
or programs in a STA may require only certain information in
an announcement or discovery packet or message to be
encrypted. The one or more applications or programs may
allow other information included in the announcement or
discovery message to be made public or common for all STAs
in the network to decode by leaving the information unen-
crypted. For example, a first application and a second appli-
cation in the STA may prompt transmission of secure and
non-secure information in an announcement to be transmitted
in a discovery packet (e.g., discovery packet 500a). The STA
may include the secure information from the first application
in a first encrypted field (e.g., field 510a) and may include the
non-secure information from the first application in a first
unencrypted field (e.g., field 512a). The STA may further
include the secure information from the second application in
a second encrypted field (e.g., field 5144 or 516a) and may
include the non-secure information from the second applica-
tion in a second unencrypted field (e.g., field 514a or 5164).
Secure information, for example, may include information
from a gaming application indicating that the gaming appli-
cation is active, private information about a user of the appli-
cation, password information, etc. Non-secure information
may include any information that is not private and may
include, for example, location information (e.g., a global
positioning system (GPS) location, etc.), application and/or
service type, information about non-proprietary applications
on the STA, application name, wireless apparatus name, etc.
Itshould be noted that the discovery packet 500a may include
a greater or lesser number of encrypted and/or unencrypted
fields, depending on the particular use of the discovery packet
500a. It should also be noted that more fields may be included
in the discovery packet 500q than those illustrated in FIG. 5a.

Encrypted field 510a may include various sub-fields, such
as a length sub-field 5184, an encrypted indication sub-field
520a, a sequence number sub-field 5024, an encrypted
announcement message sub-field 504a, and a message integ-
rity check (MIC) subfield 506a. The sequence number 502a,
encrypted announcement message 504a, and message integ-
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rity check (MIC) 506a operate in the same manner as
described above with respect to FIG. 5. The length sub-field
518a provides an indication to the receiving STA of a length
(e.g., a number of bits) of the field 510a. The encrypted
indication sub-field 520q provides an indication to the receiv-
ing STA as to whether the field 510a is encrypted or unen-
crypted. For example, the encrypted indication sub-field 520a
may include a single bit with a value of 1 to indicate to the
receiving STA that the field 510a is encrypted. One of skill in
the art will understand that a single bit with a value of 0, or
multiple bits with other bit value combinations, may also be
used to indicate to the receiving STA that the field 510aq is
encrypted or unencrypted.

The unencrypted field 512¢ may include various sub-
fields, such as a length sub-field 5224, an encrypted indica-
tion sub-field 524a, an unencrypted announcement message
sub-field 526a, and a device/service information sub-field
528a. The length sub-field 5224 provides an indication to the
receiving STA of a length of the field 512a. The encrypted
indication sub-field 524q provides an indication to the receiv-
ing STA as to whether the field 510a is encrypted or unen-
crypted, for example, using a single bit value of 0 or 1 or
multiple bits with various bit value combinations. The unen-
crypted announcement message sub-field 526a may include
non-secure information that an application or program on the
announcing STA intends to be made public or common for all
receiving STAs in the network to receive and decode. The
device/service information sub-field 5284 may also include
non-secure unencrypted information intended to be made
public or common for all receiving STAs to receive and
decode. The information included in the device/service infor-
mation sub-field 5284 may specifically be related to device
information of the announcing STA and/or service informa-
tion offered by the announcing STA and/or an application on
the announcing STA. Non-secure information may include
any information that is not private and may include, for
example, location information (e.g., a global positioning sys-
tem (GPS) location, etc.), application and/or service type,
information about non-proprietary applications on the STA,
application name, wireless apparatus name, or any other
information that the user and/or application does not intend to
keep secret. For example, an application of an announcing
STA may prompt transmission of non-secure announcement
information regarding its GPS location so that any receiving
STA may determine its position, non-secure announcement
information relating to an application name of the application
or wireless apparatus name of the STA, and secure announce-
ment information regarding the particular user of the appli-
cation. The non-secure location information may be included
within the unencrypted device/service information sub-field
528a of the unencrypted field 512a, the non-secure applica-
tion name information may be included within the unen-
crypted announcement message sub-field 5264 of the unen-
crypted field 5124, and the secure message may be included
within the encrypted announcement message sub-field 504a
of the encrypted field 510a. Accordingly, the announcing
STA may transmit the discovery packet 500a with secure and
non-secure information using encrypted and unencrypted
fields.

The discovery packet 500a may further include a discovery
packet tag 508a. The discovery packet tag 5084 may be used
to uniquely identify the discovery packet 500q. In some
embodiments, an announcing STA may continually change a
medium access control (MAC) address included in a transmit
address field (not shown) of the discovery packet to prevent
one or unauthorized devices, such as an unauthorized STA,
from tracking the announcing STA through the STA’s MAC
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address. As a result, two or more STAs may occasionally use
the same MAC address and/or the announcing STA may
change its used MAC address before a searching STA can
send a query based on the discovery packet or frame. The
discovery packet tag 508a may be generated by the announc-
ing STA (e.g., by the discovery engine 404 and/or security
module 408) in order to uniquely identify the discovery
packet. In some embodiments, the discovery packet tag 508a
may be a randomly generated number generated by a random
number generator in the announcing STA. For example, an
announcing STA may transmit a discovery packet including a
discovery packet tag generated by the announcing STA. At
least one searching STA may receive the discovery packet.
When a query is sent by a searching STA to the announcing
STA based on the received discovery packet, the searching
STA may set the receive address in a receive address field of
the query packet to the transmit address that was included in
atransmit address field of the received discovery packet. The
searching STA may further include the discovery packet tag
that was included in the received discovery packet. As a
result, the announcing STA may uniquely determine that the
query packet is intended for the announcing STA by checking
the receive address as well as the discovery packet tag value.
In some embodiments, the length of the discovery packet tag
is made sufficiently large to ensure that the probability of two
STAs choosing the same MAC address and the same discov-
ery packet tag value is small. For example, the discovery
packet tag length may be between 4 bytes and 32 bytes. As
another example, the discovery packet length may be larger
than 32 bytes if enough space is available in the discovery
packet.

It should be noted that the sub-fields of the encrypted fields
and unencrypted fields described above do not necessarily
need to be included in the same order as described. Rather, the
sub-fields may be included in any order or in any portion of
the fields. It should also be noted that the encrypted and
unencrypted fields may include more sub-fields with addi-
tional information or fewer sub-fields than that illustrated in
FIG. 5a.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary signal flow diagram illus-
trating signal flow exchanged among entities illustrated in
FIG. 1. The signal flow illustrated in FIG. 6 provides a mecha-
nism for a STA to authenticate paging STAs that are respond-
ing to a discovery packet sent by the STA. Authentication of
the paging STAs may be desired if an advertising STA wants
only STAs with certain credentials paging it. For example, a
social networking application on the paging STA using social
WiFi may require that paging request packets should be
dropped if they are not from STAs using the same social
networking application. As another example, a gaming appli-
cation on the paging STA may require that it verify that a
paging request message is transmitted from another STA that
is using the same gaming application.

In some embodiments, authentication of the peer STAs
may include the use of an authentication protocol, such as a
secure authentication of equals authentication protocol. The
secure authentication of equals authentication protocol may
be used to allow two peer STAs to securely verify possession
of'a shared password without the use of a central server. Each
STA may initiate the protocol and are considered to be equals
in the authentication process. An advertising STA may
require that any STA that wants to send a paging request
message to the advertising STA must complete the secure
authentication of equals authentication process prior to pag-
ing the advertising STA. The secure authentication of equals
authentication protocol includes each of the peer STAs indi-
vidually defining the same password, which is used to authen-
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ticate the message exchange. The protocol does not require
that any part of the password be exposed to threats from third
parties because the password is not exchanged between the
two STAs. A pairwise master key (PMK) is generated and
shared between the STAs as a result of a successful authen-
tication between the two STAs.

As a first and second STA authenticate each other, each
STA may derive a number from a shared secret. The first STA
may then transmit the derived number along with an identi-
fier, which may be a scalar, to the second STA. The second
STA will verify that the same number would be derived by it
using the same identifier.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, the secure authentication of equals
process includes two message exchanges between a querying
STA and a responding STA, including a commitment
exchange and a confirmation exchange. The commitment
message exchange operates to force each STA to commit to a
single guess of the password. The confirmation message
exchange operates to prove that the password guess is correct.
Authentication frames may be used to perform the message
exchanges.

The message exchange begins at exchange 602 by the
responding STA transmitting a discovery packet to the que-
rying STA. The discovery packet may be used to advertise
information about one or more of a plurality of services
offered by the responding STA that may be of interest to the
querying STA. The querying STA begins the secure authen-
tication of equals process once it receives the discovery
packet, which indicates that the responding STA requires
authentication using the secure authentication of equals
authentication protocol. At exchange 604, the querying STA
responds with a query or paging packet with a secure authen-
tication of equals commitment exchange message. Once the
responding STA receives the commitment exchange mes-
sage, it processes the message to verify whether the querying
STA has guessed the password correctly. At exchange 610,
the responding STA sends a query or paging packet with its
own commitment exchange message. The querying STA
receives the commitment exchange message and processes
the message to verify whether the responding STA has
guessed the password correctly.

A confirmation exchange message may not be transmitted
until both STAs have committed. Once both STAs have com-
mitted, at exchange 612, the querying STA sends a query or
paging packet with a secure authentication of equals confir-
mation exchange message. The responding STA receives the
confirmation exchange message and accepts the authentica-
tion without sending a reply. At exchange 614, the responding
STA sends a query or paging packet with its own secure
authentication of equals confirmation exchange message. The
querying STA receives the confirmation exchange message
and accepts the authentication without sending a reply. The
secure authentication of equals process is completed once
both STAs have first sent a commitment exchange message
then received a confirmation exchange message. Upon
completion of the secure authentication of equals process,
both the querying STA and the responding STA generate a
PMK. Once the PMK is generated, the STAs may begin
securely exchanging encrypted messages. If the authentica-
tion procedure completes successtully, each peer STA knows
the other STA possesses the password and, as a by-product of
the secure authentication of equals exchange, the two peer
STAs establish a cryptographically strong key between them.

An anti-clogging token may further be used in the secure
authentication of equals authentication protocol described
above, for example at exchanges 606 and 608. A STA is
required to do large amounts of processing upon receipt of a
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commitment exchange message. The anti-clogging token
may prevent an attacker from forcing a STA to do unneces-
sary computations for the secure authentication of equals
protocol. To implement the anti-clogging token, a STA main-
tains a counter indicating the number of pending commitment
exchange messages. Once the counter meets a threshold
requirement, the STA may respond to each received commit-
ment exchange message with a rejection that includes an
anti-clogging token. For example, the responding STA may,
upon receiving the query or paging packet with the authenti-
cation commitment exchange message, respond with a rejec-
tion that includes a query or paging packet including an
anti-clogging token at exchange 606. The querying STA must
then include the anti-clogging token in a subsequent commit-
ment exchange message. For example, at exchange 608, the
querying STA responds with a query or paging packet includ-
ing the anti-clogging token. The responding STA will reject
all commitment exchange messages that do not include an
anti-clogging token. In response to receiving a commitment
exchange message without the anti-clogging token, the
responding STA may send a request to the querying STA to
resend the commitment exchange message with the anti-
clogging token included.

The secure authentication of equals authentication proto-
col is immune from attacks based on relaying or replaying
because an attacking STA is unable to determine either the
password or the resulting PMK. The secure authentication of
equals authentication protocol further prevents an attacking
STA from making repeated guesses of the password. Com-
promise of a PMK from a previous run of the protocol also
does not provide any advantages to an unauthorized STA
attempting to determine the password or the shared key from
any other instance.

FIG. 7 illustrates another exemplary signal flow diagram
illustrating signal flow exchanged among entities illustrated
in FIG. 1. The signal flow illustrated in FIG. 7 provides a
mechanism for encrypting paging request packets. A paging
or searching STA may want to secure a paging request packet
to prevent the exposure of information relating to the paging
STA to any unauthorized devices. For example, if a discovery
packet received by a paging STA advertises multiple services,
the paging STA may want to prevent a snooping device from
determining the particular service that the paging STA is
looking for. As another example, a discovery packet may
request private information from a paging STA (e.g., an email
address, address, password, etc.). It is desirable to secure any
paging request packets that the paging STA may send to the
advertising STA.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, an advertising STA may exchange
messages with a searching or paging STA. To enable encryp-
tion of the paging packet, a Diffie-Hellman key exchange
protocol may be used, which allows the two STAs to derive a
secret key that may be used to encrypt communication
between the two STAs. To implement the key exchange, the
advertising STA and the paging STA agree to use a prime
number p and a base number g. The term “p” is a prime
number and “g” is primitive root equal to modulo p. The
advertising STA generates a public key PK-A, which includes
g mod p. The term “a” is a first random number (i.e., a first
randomly generated number) generated by the advertising
STA that is only known by the advertising STA. The adver-
tising STA includes the public key PK-A in the discovery
packet and transmits the discovery packet to the searching
STA at 702. The searching STA generates its own public key
PK-B, which includes g” mod p. The term “b” is a second
random number (i.e., a second randomly generated number)
generated by the searching STA that is only known by the

20

35

40

45

55

18

searching STA. The searching STA derives an encryption key
based on the public key PK-A (i.e., g* mod p) and b. The
encryption key that is derived is equal to g*® mod p. At 704,
the searching STA encrypts a portion of a paging request
packet using the derived encryption key and transmits the
paging request packet including the encrypted message and
the public key PK-B to the advertising STA. Once the public
key PK-B is received, the advertising STA derives the same
encryption key based on the public key PK-B (i.e., g? mod p)
and a. Thus, the encryption key is derived by the advertising
STA by calculating g”* mod p, which is equal to the encryp-
tion key. Because the advertising STA is the only device that
knows a, and the searching STA is the only device that knows
b, only these two STAs may determine the encryption key
(i.e., g mod p) and decrypt encrypted messages using the
key. Thus, only the advertising STA may decrypt the paging
request packet received from the searching STA. At 706,
further encrypted communications between the two STAs
may be encrypted and decrypted using the shared encryption
key.

Attacks by an unauthorized STA may be prevented by
using an authentication procedure between the advertising
STA and the searching STA. For example, an unauthorized
STA may intercept a public key transmitted by the advertising
STA and intended for the searching STA. The unauthorized
STA may replace the intended public key with another public
key generated by the unauthorized STA and send the replace-
ment public key to the first STA. In some embodiments, to
prevent the unauthorized use, the public keys may be certified
or signed by the STAs. For example, the public key PK-A may
be certified by the advertising STA using the randomly gen-
erated number a, and the public key PK-B may be certified or
signed by the searching STA using b, so that the STAs may
authenticate one another.

FIGS. 8 and 9 provide mechanisms for obfuscating the
medium access control addresses of two devices that are in
communication with one another. Medium access control
addresses may be transmitted without encryption, which
enables an attacking device (e.g., an attacking STA) to use the
medium access control addresses in an unauthorized manner,
such as to track communication between devices and/or track
the presence of a device. Medium access control obfuscation
may be used to reduce the ability of an attacking device to
track the communication between two STAs or AT's by chang-
ing the medium access control addresses of either or both of
the STAs or ATs. For example, the source and/or destination
addresses may be changed to prevent an attack.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary signal flow diagram illus-
trating signal flow exchanged among entities illustrated in
FIG. 1, and provides one technique for obfuscating medium
access control addresses of one or more devices. The tech-
nique illustrated in FIG. 8 allows the change of medium
access control addresses over a period of time. Two devices,
such as a first STA and a second STA or a first or AT and a
second or AT, that intend to exchange data communication
may negotiate a change of one or both of their medium access
control addresses during their communication with one
another. The change request may be sent in between a regular
data communication interval. The sender or the receiver of
transmitted data may initiate an address change request. At
802, the first STA (STA 1) transmits a medium access control
address change request message to the second STA (STA 2)
requesting that a new medium access control address be cre-
ated for STA 1 (e.g., the source address). In some embodi-
ments, the medium access control address change request
includes the value of the new medium access control address.
In some embodiments, the medium access control address
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change request does not include the value of the new medium
access control address. In some embodiments, the medium
access control address change request message may request a
change in the medium access control address of STA2 (e.g.,
the destination address), or may request a change in the
medium access control address of both STA 1 and STA 2. In
response, at 804, STA 2 transmits a medium access control
change response message to STA 1. The medium access
control change request and response may be encrypted so that
third party devices may not determine the new medium access
control address. At 804, STA 1 transmits a medium access
control address change confirm message to STA 2. In some
embodiments, the medium access control address change
confirm message includes the value of the new medium
access control address. Following receipt of the medium
access control address confirm message, all new data packets
exchanged between STA 1 and STA 2 will include the new
medium access control address of STA 1 and/or STA 2.

FIG. 9 illustrates a functional block diagram illustrating
obfuscation of one or more medium access control addresses.
The obfuscation technique illustrated in FIG. 9 allows the
change of medium access control addresses from packet to
packet. In applications that require a high degree of protection
from tracking type attacks, it may be useful for both the
source of data and the destination for data to change addresses
from packet to packet. FIG. 9 further illustrates an example of
a packet 936 transmitted from a source STA. Each packet,
such as packet 936, exchanged between the source STA and a
destination STA is populated with a different source address
and destination address in the address 1 field 920, the address
2 field 922, and the address 3 field 926. For example, the
receiver address may be included in the address 1 field (re-
ferred to as a receiver address (RA) field), the transmitter
address may be included in the address 2 field (referred to as
a transmitter address (TA) field), and the destination address
may be included in the address 3 field. In order to ensure
effectiveness of address obfuscation, a destination STA needs
to quickly determine if a packet that it observes on the air is
destined for it and needs to quickly send out an acknowledge-
ment. Each destination STA generates its own secret address
obfuscation key (AOK) 902 for address obfuscation. During
the connection set up process, the destination STA sends the
AOK 902 to the source STA.

Before transmitting a packet, the source STA generates a
random number (Nonce) 904 and a corresponding transient
address obfuscation key (TAOK). The TAOK is generated
based on a hash function 906 of the AOK 902 concatenated
with the random number 904. The output of the hash function
906 is a group of transient keys T1, T2, T3, and T4 that are
concatenated with one another. For example, the TAOK is
equal to HASH (AOK]|[Random Nonce) which is equal to
T1||T2||T3|[T4. T1, T2, T3, and T4 are transient keys that each
include a string of bits, and that are used to obfuscate the
medium access control addresses. In order to obfuscate the
medium access control addresses, the address fields 920, 922,
and 926 are replaced with obfuscated address fields as a
function of the prior medium access control address and one
or more of the transient keys. For example, the prior medium
access control address Al that was previously stored in the
address 1 field 920 is replaced by A1', which is calculated as
a function of A1 and T1. The function used to generate A1'
may be an exclusive-OR function. For example, the function
may provide that Al' is equal to XOR (A1,T1) using XOR
function 908. As another example, the prior medium access
control address A2 that was previously stored in the address 2
field 922 is replaced by A2', which is calculated as a function
of A2 and T2. The function used to generate A2' may also be
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an exclusive-OR function. For example, the function may
providethat A2'is equal to XOR (A2,T2)using XOR function
910. As another example, the prior medium access control
address A3 that was previously stored in the address 3 field
926 is replaced by A3', which is calculated as a function of A3
and T3. The function used to generate A3' may be an exclu-
sive-OR function. For example, the function may provide that
A3 is equal to XOR (A3,T3) using XOR function 912.

A frame check sequence (FCS) is computed by the source
STA for the packet 936. The FCS is then changed to a modi-
fied FCS and included in the FCS field 934. The modified FCS
may be calculated as a function of the originally computed
FCS and T4. The function used to generate the modified FCS
may be an exclusive-OR function. For example, the function
may provide that the modified FCS is equal to XOR (FCS,T4)
using XOR function 914.

The source STA includes the random number 904 in an
address obfuscation header field 930 of the packet 936. The
frame control field 916 includes one or more bits that are used
to indicate that the frame has an obfuscated medium access
control address. For example, a 1 may be included in the
frame control field 916 to indicate that the frame has an
obfuscated medium access control header.

Once the obfuscated addresses and the modified FCS fields
are calculated and included in the packet 936, the source STA
transmits the packet to the destination STA. Upon receiving
the packet 936, the destination STA generates the TAOK
based on the random number 904 indicated in the address
obfuscation header 930 and the secret AOK 902 that the
destination STA originally generated. The destination STA
then checks the RA field 920 of the frame 936 if the new
medium access control address Al' (e.g., the destination
address) matches after an XOR function of Al and T1. The
destination STA further checks the modified FCS after an
XOR function of the original FCS with the T4. The FCS will
fail at any device that does notknow TAOK. Ifthe FCS passes,
the destination STA transmits an acknowledgment to A2',
which is the new medium access control transmitting address
of the source STA.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of an exemplary process 1000 of
securely transmitting packets in a wireless communication
system in accordance with aspects of the present disclosure.
The process 1000 may be used to secure packets sent between
devices as discussed in the description of FIGS. 4,5 and 6, for
example. Although the process 1000 is described below with
respect to the elements of the wireless device 202, those
having ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that other
components may be used to implement one or more of the
steps described herein.

The process 1000 begins at block 1002 by encrypting at
least a portion of a discovery packet using one or more cre-
dentials of an application that, when executed, provides one
or more services, the discovery packet including information
for advertising at least one service provided by the application
to one or more receiving devices. For example, a first STA
may receive one or more credentials from an application that
is downloaded to or that is native to the first STA and may
encrypt a discovery packet using the credentials, such as the
discovery packet discussed above with respect to FIGS. 5 and
5a. At block 1004, the process 1000 transmits the discovery
packet for being received by the one or more receiving
devices. The transmission may be performed by the transmit-
ter 214, for example.

In some aspects, the discovery packet is encrypted so that
only receiving devices that include the one or more creden-
tials are able to decode the discovery packet. In some aspects,
the one or more credentials may include a key that is used to
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encrypt the discovery packet. For example, the one or more
credentials may provide the keys needed to encrypt and/or
decrypt the information included in the discovery packet.

In some aspects, the discovery packet includes an
encrypted field that includes at least one of an encrypted
application name and an encrypted wireless apparatus name,
a message integrity check, and a sequence number. The
encrypted application name and the encrypted wireless appa-
ratus name may be encrypted using the one or more creden-
tials. The encrypted application name and the encrypted wire-
less apparatus name may be encrypted using any known
encryption algorithm using the one or more credentials, such
as a temporal key integrity protocol using an initialization
vector, a Diffie-Hellman key exchange protocol, etc. In some
aspects, the sequence number may provide protection from
attacks by unauthorized STAs that attempt to intercept infor-
mation transmitted by a first STA. For example, the sequence
number may increase each time the discovery packet is trans-
mitted. In some aspects, The message integrity check of the
discovery packet may be used to protect against unauthorized
interception or use of the packet. For example, the message
integrity check may be used to protect the payload and/or the
header of the packet by detecting packets that have been
replayed or forged by an unauthorized device.

In some aspects, the discovery packet further includes an
unencrypted field. For example, the application may require
that only certain information in the discovery packet is
encrypted and may allow other information included in the
discovery packet to be made public or common for all devices
in the network to decode by leaving the information unen-
crypted. In some aspects, the unencrypted field may include
location information. In some aspects, the discovery packet
further includes a discovery packet tag. For example, the
discovery packet tag may be used to uniquely identify the
discovery packet as described above with regard to FIG. 5a.

In some aspects, process 1000 may further include receiv-
ing at least one paging request packet from the one or more
receiving devices. For example, the paging request packet
may indicate interest of the one or more receiving devices in
the service provided by the application.

In some aspects, process 1000 may further include authen-
ticating the one or more receiving devices from which the at
least one paging packet is received using an authentication
protocol. For example, the authentication protocol may be a
secure authentication of equals protocol.

In some aspects, the credentials are received within a layer
2. For example, referring to FIG. 4, the credentials may be
received by the discovery engine 404 and/or the security
module 408, which may reside within a layer 2 that is above
the medium access control 406 layer so that the credentials
are passed from the application 402 to the security module at
layer 2.

Insome aspects, the transmission of the discovery packet to
the one or more receiving devices is a peer-to-peer commu-
nication. For example, a group of STAs may be used for
neighborhood aware networking, or social-WiFi networking,
so that the one or more receiving devices (e.g., STAs) within
the network may communicate with one another on a device
to device basis regarding applications that each of the receiv-
ing devices supports.

FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
wireless device 1100 that may be employed within the wire-
less communication system of FIG. 1. The wireless device
1100 may include a receiving module 1102 for receiving one
or more credentials communicated from an application. The
receiving module 1102 may correspond to receiver 212,
transceiver 214, memory 206, discovery engine 404, or the
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security module 408. The wireless device 1100 may further
include an encryption module 1106 for encrypting at least a
portion of a discovery packet using the one or more creden-
tials of the application that, when executed, provides one or
more services, the discovery packet including information for
advertising at least one service provided by the application to
one or more receiving devices. The encryption module 1106
may be configured to perform one or more functions dis-
cussed above with respect to block 1002 of FIG. 10. The
encryption module 1106 may correspond to transmitter 210,
transceiver 214, processor unit(s) 204, memory 206, discov-
ery engine 404, or the security module 408. The wireless
device 1100 may further include a transmitting module 1104
for transmitting the discovery packet for being received by
one or more receiving devices. The transmitting module 1104
may be configured to perform one or more functions dis-
cussed above with respect to block 1004 of FIG. 10. The
transmitting module 1104 may correspond to transmitter 210,
transceiver 214, memory 206, or discovery engine 404.

Moreover, in one aspect, means for receiving one or more
credentials communicated from an application may comprise
the receiving module 1102. In another aspect, means for
encrypting at least a portion of a discovery packet based on
the one or more credentials may comprise the encrypting
module 1104. In another aspect, means for transmitting the
discovery packet to one or more receiving devices may com-
prise the transmitting module 1106.

Moreover, other modules may be included in the wireless
device 1100, such as an authentication module for authenti-
cating the one or more receiving devices from which the at
least one paging packet is received using an authentication
protocol.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart of another exemplary process 1200
of'securely transmitting packets in a wireless communication
system in accordance with aspects of the present disclosure.
The process 1200 may be used to secure packets sent between
devices as discussed in the description of FIGS. 4 and 7, for
example. Although the process 1200 is described below with
respect to the elements of the wireless device 202, those
having ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that other
components may be used to implement one or more of the
steps described herein.

The process 1200 begins at block 1202 by receiving a
discovery packet from a first device, the discovery packet
including a first public key and information advertising a
service provided by the first device. The reception may be
performed by the receiver 212, for example. At block 1204,
the process 1200 continues by generating a paging request
packet, the paging request packet including a second public
key and information indicating interest in the service pro-
vided by the first device. At block 1206, the process 1200
generates an encryption key based at least in part on the first
public key and the second public key. At block 1208, the
process continues by encrypting at least a portion of the
paging request packet using the generated encryption key. At
block 1210, the process transmits the encrypted paging
request packet including the second public key and the infor-
mation indicating interest in the service to the first device. The
transmission may be performed by the transmitter 214, for
example.

FIG. 13 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
wireless device 1300 that may be employed within the wire-
less communication system of FIG. 1. The wireless device
1300 may include a generating module 1302 for generating a
paging request packet, the paging request packet including a
second public key and information indicating interest in the
service provided by the first device, and further for generating
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an encryption key based at least in part on the first public key
and the second public key. The generating module 1302 may
be configured to perform one or more functions discussed
above with respect to block 1204 and 1206 of FIG. 12. The
generating module 1302 may correspond to processor unit(s)
204, memory 206, discovery engine 404, and/or the security
module 408. The wireless device 1300 may further include
receiving module 1304 for receiving a discovery packet from
afirst device, the discovery packet including a first public key
and information advertising a service provided by the first
device. The receiving module 1304 may be configured to
perform one or more functions discussed above with respect
to block 1202 of FIG. 12. The receiving module 1304 may
correspond to receiver 212, transceiver 214, memory 206,
discovery engine 404, or the security module 408. The wire-
less device 1300 may further include an encryption module
1308 for encrypting at least a portion of the paging request
packet using the generated encryption key. The encryption
module 1308 may be configured to perform one or more
functions discussed above with respect to block 1208 of FIG.
12. The encryption module 1308 may correspond to proces-
sor unit(s) 204, memory 206, discovery engine 404, and/or
the security module 408. The wireless device 1300 may fur-
ther include a transmitting module 1306 for transmitting the
encrypted paging request packet including the second public
key and the information indicating interest in the service to
the first device. The transmitting module 1306 may be con-
figured to perform one or more functions discussed above
with respect to block 1210 of FIG. 12. The transmitting mod-
ule 1306 may correspond to transmitter 210, transceiver 214,
memory 206, or discovery engine 404.

Moreover, in one aspect, means for receiving a discovery
packet from a first device may comprise the receiving module
1304. In another aspect, means for generating a paging
request packet including a second public key may comprise
the generating module 1302. In another aspect, means for
transmitting the paging request packet including the second
public key to one or more receiving devices may comprise the
transmitting module 1306.

Moreover, other modules may be included in the wireless
device 1300, such as an encryption module for encrypting at
least a portion of the paging request packet with the encryp-
tion key.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of another exemplary process 1400
of'securely transmitting packets in a wireless communication
system in accordance with aspects of the present disclosure.
The process 1400 may be used to secure packets sent between
devices as discussed in the description of FIGS. 4 and 8, for
example. Although the process 1400 is described below with
respect to the elements of the wireless device 202, those
having ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that other
components may be used to implement one or more of the
steps described herein.

The process 1400 begins at block 1402 by transmitting a
medium access control change request message to an access
terminal to initiate a change in a medium access control
address of a wireless apparatus. The transmission may be
performed by the transmitter 214, for example. At block
1404, the process 1400 continues by receiving a medium
access control change response message from the access ter-
minal. The reception may be performed by the receiver 212,
for example. At block 1406, the process 1400 changes the
medium access control address of the wireless power appa-
ratus in response to receiving the medium access control
change response. At block 1408, the process continues by
transmitting a medium access control change confirm mes-
sage to the access terminal.
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FIG. 15 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
wireless device 1500 that may be employed within the wire-
less communication system of FIG. 1. The wireless device
1500 may include a transmitting module 1504 for transmit-
ting a medium access control change request message to an
access terminal to initiate a change in a medium access con-
trol address of a wireless apparatus and for transmitting a
medium access control change confirm message to the access
terminal. The transmitting module 1504 may be configured to
perform one or more functions discussed above with respect
to block 1402 and 1408 of FIG. 14. The transmitting module
1504 may correspond to transmitter 210, transceiver 214,
memory 206, or discovery engine 404. The wireless device
1500 may further include receiving module 1502 for receiv-
ing a medium access control change response message from
the access terminal. The receiving module 1502 may be con-
figured to perform one or more functions discussed above
with respect to block 1404 of FIG. 14. The receiving module
1502 may correspond to receiver 212, transceiver 214,
memory 206, discovery engine 404, or the security module
408. The wireless device 1500 may further include a changing
module 1506 for changing the medium access control address
of the wireless power apparatus in response to receiving the
medium access control change response. The changing mod-
ule 1506 may be configured to perform one or more functions
discussed above with respect to block 1406 of FIG. 14. The
changing module 1506 may correspond to processor unit(s)
204, memory 206, discovery engine 404, or the security mod-
ule 408.

Moreover, in one aspect, means for transmitting a medium
access control change request message to an access terminal
to initiate a change in a medium access control address of a
wireless apparatus and means for transmitting a medium
access control change confirm message to the access terminal
may comprise the transmitting module 1504. In another
aspect, means for receiving a medium access control change
response message from the access terminal may comprise the
receiving module 1502. In another aspect, means for chang-
ing the medium access control address of the wireless power
apparatus in response to receiving the medium access control
change response may comprise the changing module 1506.

FIG. 16 is a flowchart of another exemplary process 1600
of'securely transmitting packets in a wireless communication
system in accordance with aspects of the present disclosure.
The process 1600 may be used to secure packets sent between
devices as discussed in the description of FIGS. 4 and 9, for
example. Although the process 1600 is described below with
respect to the elements of the wireless device 202, those
having ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that other
components may be used to implement one or more of the
steps described herein.

The process 1600 begins at block 1602 by obfuscating a
medium access control address of a frame by: generating a
random number and a transient address obfuscation key
including a first transient key, wherein the transient address
obfuscation key is a function of an address obfuscation key
and the random number; including the random number in an
address obfuscation header field of the frame; and replacing
an original first address in an address field of the frame with
a new first address that is a function of the original first
address and the first transient key. At block 1604, the process
1600 continues by including an indication of the obfuscation
in a first field of the frame. For example, as described above
with respect to FIG. 9, the frame control field 916 may include
one or more bits that are used to indicate that the frame has an
obfuscated medium access control address. At block 1606,
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the process 1600 continues by transmitting the frame to a
receiving device. The transmission may be performed by the
transmitter 214, for example.

FIG. 17 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
wireless device 1700 that may be employed within the wire-
less communication system of FIG. 1. The wireless device
1700 may include a receiving module 1702. The receiving
module 1702 may correspond to receiver 212, transceiver
214, memory 206, discovery engine 404, or the security mod-
ule 408. The wireless device 1700 may further include an
obfuscating module 1706 for obfuscating a medium access
control address of a frame by: generating a random number
and a transient address obfuscation key including a first tran-
sient key, wherein the transient address obfuscation key is a
function of an address obfuscation key and the random num-
ber; including the random number in an address obfuscation
header field of the frame; and replacing an original first
address in an address field of the frame with a new first
address that is a function of the original first address and the
first transient key. The obfuscating module 1706 may further
including an indication of the obfuscation in a first field of the
frame. The obfuscating module 1706 may be configured to
perform one or more functions discussed above with respect
to block 1602 and 1604 of FIG. 16. The obfuscating module
1706 may correspond to processor unit(s) 204, memory 206,
discovery engine 404, or the security module 408. The wire-
less device 1700 may include a transmitting module 1704 for
transmitting the frame to a receiving device. The transmitting
module 1704 may be configured to perform one or more
functions discussed above with respect to block 1606 of FIG.
16. The transmitting module 1704 may correspond to trans-
mitter 210, transceiver 214, memory 206, or discovery engine
404.

Moreover, in one aspect, means for obfuscating a medium
access control address of a frame may comprise the obfus-
cating module 1706. In another aspect, means for transmit-
ting the frame to a receiving device may comprise the trans-
mitting module 1704.

Moreover, other modules may be included in the wireless
device 1700, such as generating module for generating a
random number and a transient address obfuscation key
including a first transient key, wherein the transient address
obfuscation key is a function of an address obfuscation key
and the random number. Further, the wireless device 1700
may include an inclusion module for including the random
number in an address obfuscation header field of the frame.
The wireless device 1700 may further include a replacing
module for replacing an original first address in an address
field of the frame with a new first address that is a function of
the original first address and the first transient key.

It should be understood that any reference to an element
herein using a designation such as “first,” “second,” and so
forth does not generally limit the quantity or order of those
elements. Rather, these designations may be used herein as a
convenient method of distinguishing between two or more
elements or instances of an element. Thus, a reference to first
and second elements does not mean that only two elements
may be employed there or that the first element must precede
the second element in some manner. Also, unless stated oth-
erwise a set of elements may include one or more elements.

A person/one having ordinary skill in the art would under-
stand that information and signals may be represented using
any of a variety of different technologies and techniques. For
example, data, instructions, commands, information, signals,
bits, symbols, and chips that may be referenced throughout
the above description may be represented by voltages, cur-

10

20

25

30

40

45

26

rents, electromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles,
optical fields or particles, or any combination thereof.

A person/one having ordinary skill in the art would further
appreciate that any of the various illustrative logical blocks,
modules, processors, means, circuits, and algorithm steps
described in connection with the aspects disclosed herein
may be implemented as electronic hardware (e.g., a digital
implementation, an analog implementation, or a combination
of the two, which may be designed using source coding or
some other technique), various forms of program or design
code incorporating instructions (which may be referred to
herein, for convenience, as “software” or a “software mod-
ule), or combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this inter-
changeability of hardware and software, various illustrative
components, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or
software depends upon the particular application and design
constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality in varying ways
for each particular application, but such implementation deci-
sions should not be interpreted as causing a departure from
the scope of the present disclosure.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and cir-
cuits described in connection with the aspects disclosed
herein and in connection with FIGS. 1-11 may be imple-
mented within or performed by an integrated circuit (IC), an
access terminal, or an access point. The IC may include a
general purpose processor, a digital signal processor (DSP),
an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA) or other programmable logic
device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete hardware
components, electrical components, optical components,
mechanical components, or any combination thereof
designed to perform the functions described herein, and may
execute codes or instructions that reside within the IC, outside
of the IC, or both. The logical blocks, modules, and circuits
may include antennas and/or transceivers to communicate
with various components within the network or within the
device. A general purpose processor may be a microproces-
sor, but in the alternative, the processor may be any conven-
tional processor, controller, microcontroller, or state
machine. A processor may also be implemented as a combi-
nation of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP
and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core, or any
other such configuration. The functionality of the modules
may be implemented in some other manner as taught herein.
The functionality described herein (e.g., with regard to one or
more of the accompanying figures) may correspond in some
aspects to similarly designated “means for” functionality in
the appended claims.

Ifimplemented in software, the functions may be stored on
or transmitted over as one or more instructions or code on a
computer-readable medium. The steps of a method or algo-
rithm disclosed herein may be implemented in a processor-
executable software module which may reside on a computer-
readable medium. Computer-readable media includes both
computer storage media and communication media including
any medium that can be enabled to transter a computer pro-
gram from one place to another. A storage media may be any
available media that may be accessed by a computer. By way
of example, and not limitation, such computer-readable
media may include RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or
other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or other
magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that may be
used to store desired program code in the form of instructions
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or data structures and that may be accessed by a computer.
Also, any connection can be properly termed a computer-
readable medium. Disk and disc, as used herein, includes
compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile
disc (DVD), floppy disk, and blu-ray disc where disks usually
reproduce data magnetically, while discs reproduce data opti-
cally with lasers. Combinations of the above should also be
included within the scope of computer-readable media. Addi-
tionally, the operations of a method or algorithm may reside
as one or any combination or set of codes and instructions on
amachine readable medium and computer-readable medium,
which may be incorporated into a computer program product.

It is understood that any specific order or hierarchy of steps
in any disclosed process is an example of a sample approach.
Based upon design preferences, it is understood that the spe-
cific order or hierarchy of steps in the processes may be
rearranged while remaining within the scope of the present
disclosure. The accompanying method claims present ele-
ments of the various steps in a sample order, and are not meant
to be limited to the specific order or hierarchy presented.

Various modifications to the implementations described in
this disclosure may be readily apparent to those skilled in the
art, and the generic principles defined herein may be applied
to other implementations without departing from the spirit or
scope of this disclosure. Thus, the disclosure is not intended
to be limited to the implementations shown herein, but is to be
accorded the widest scope consistent with the claims, the
principles and the novel features disclosed herein. The word
“exemplary” is used exclusively herein to mean “serving as
an example, instance, or illustration.” Any implementation
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be con-
strued as preferred or advantageous over other implementa-
tions.

Certain features that are described in this specification in
the context of separate implementations also can be imple-
mented in combination in a single implementation. Con-
versely, various features that are described in the context of a
single implementation also can be implemented in multiple
implementations separately or in any suitable sub-combina-
tion. Moreover, although features may be described above as
acting in certain combinations and even initially claimed as
such, one or more features from a claimed combination can in
some cases be excised from the combination, and the claimed
combination may be directed to a sub-combination or varia-
tion of a sub-combination.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain circum-
stances, multitasking and parallel processing may be advan-
tageous. Moreover, the separation of various system compo-
nents in the implementations described above should not be
understood as requiring such separation in all implementa-
tions, and it should be understood that the described program
components and systems can generally be integrated together
in a single software product or packaged into multiple soft-
ware products. Additionally, other implementations are
within the scope of the following claims. In some cases, the
actions recited in the claims can be performed in a different
order and still achieve desirable results.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless apparatus operable in a wireless communi-
cation system comprising:

a processor configured to encrypt at least a portion of a

discovery packet using one or more credentials of an
application that, when executed, provides one or more
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services, the discovery packet including information for
advertising at least one service provided by the applica-
tion to one or more receiving devices, and the encrypted
portion comprising an encrypted field that includes an
encrypted application name; and

a transmitter configured to transmit the discovery packet

for being received by the one or more receiving devices.

2. The wireless apparatus of claim 1, wherein the discovery
packet is encrypted so that only receiving devices that include
the one or more credentials are able to decode the discovery
packet.

3. The wireless apparatus of claim 2, wherein the one or
more credentials include a key that is used to encrypt the
discovery packet.

4. The wireless apparatus of claim 2, wherein the encrypted
field further includes at least one of an encrypted wireless
apparatus name, a message integrity check, and a sequence
number.

5. The wireless apparatus of claim 4, wherein the encrypted
application name and the encrypted wireless apparatus name
are encrypted using the one or more credentials.

6. The wireless apparatus of claim 4, wherein the sequence
number increases each time the discovery packet is transmit-
ted.

7. The wireless apparatus of claim 4, wherein the discovery
packet further includes an unencrypted field.

8. The wireless apparatus of claim 7, wherein the unen-
crypted field includes location information.

9. The wireless apparatus of claim 1, wherein the discovery
packet further includes a discovery packet tag.

10. The wireless apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a
receiver configured to receive at least one paging request
packet from the one or more receiving devices.

11. The wireless apparatus of claim 1, wherein the proces-
sor is further configured to authenticate the one or more
receiving devices from which the atleast one paging packet is
received using an authentication protocol.

12. The wireless apparatus of claim 11, wherein the authen-
tication protocol is a secure authentication of equals protocol.

13. The wireless apparatus of claim 1, wherein the appli-
cation communicates the credentials to the processor located
within a layer 2.

14. The wireless apparatus of claim 1, wherein the trans-
mission of the discovery packet to the one or more receiving
devices is a peer-to-peer communication.

15. The wireless apparatus of claim 1, wherein the appli-
cation is stored in a memory.

16. A method of securely transmitting packets in a wireless
communication system, comprising:

encrypting at least a portion of a discovery packet using

one or more credentials of an application that, when
executed, provides one or more services, the discovery
packet including information for advertising at least one
service provided by the application to one or more
receiving devices, and the encrypted portion comprising
an encrypted field that includes an encrypted application
name; and

transmitting the discovery packet for being received by the

one or more receiving devices.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the discovery packet
is encrypted so that only receiving devices that include the
one or more credentials are able to decode the discovery
packet.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the one or more
credentials include a key that is used to encrypt the discovery
packet.
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19. The method of claim 17, wherein the encrypted field
further includes at least one of and an encrypted wireless
apparatus name, a message integrity check, and a sequence
number.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the encrypted appli-
cation name and the encrypted wireless apparatus name are
encrypted using the one or more credentials.

21. The method of claim 19, wherein the sequence number
increases each time the discovery packet is transmitted.

22. The method of claim 19, wherein the discovery packet
further includes an unencrypted field.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the unencrypted field
includes location information.

24. The method of claim 16, wherein the discovery packet
further includes a discovery packet tag.

25. The method of claim 16, further comprising receiving
at least one paging request packet from the one or more
receiving devices.

26. The method of claim 16, further comprising authenti-
cating the one or more receiving devices from which the at
least one paging packet is received using an authentication
protocol.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the authentication
protocol is a secure authentication of equals protocol.

28. The method of claim 16, wherein the credentials are
received within a layer 2.

29. The method of claim 16, wherein the transmission of
the discovery packet to the one or more receiving devices is a
peer-to-peer communication.

30. A wireless apparatus operable in a wireless communi-
cation system comprising:

means for encrypting at least a portion of a discovery

packet using one or more credentials of an application
that, when executed, provides one or more services, the
discovery packet including information for advertising
at least one service provided by the application to one or
more receiving devices, and the encrypted portion com-
prising an encrypted field that includes an encrypted
application name; and

means for transmitting the discovery packet for being

received by the one or more receiving devices.

31. The wireless apparatus of claim 30, wherein the dis-
covery packet is encrypted so that only receiving devices that
include the one or more credentials are able to decode the
discovery packet.

32. The wireless apparatus of claim 31, wherein the one or
more credentials include a key that is used to encrypt the
discovery packet.

33. The wireless apparatus of claim 31, wherein the
encrypted field further includes at least one of an encrypted
wireless apparatus name, a message integrity check, and a
sequence number.

34. The wireless apparatus of claim 33, wherein the
encrypted application name and the encrypted wireless appa-
ratus name are encrypted using the one or more credentials.

35. The wireless apparatus of claim 33, wherein the
sequence number increases each time the discovery packet is
transmitted.

36. The wireless apparatus of claim 33, wherein the dis-
covery packet further includes an unencrypted field.

37. The wireless apparatus of claim 36, wherein the unen-
crypted field includes location information.

38. The wireless apparatus of claim 30, wherein the dis-
covery packet further includes a discovery packet tag.

39. The wireless apparatus of claim 30, further comprising
means for receiving at least one paging request packet from
the one or more receiving devices.
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40. The wireless apparatus of claim 30, further comprising
means for authenticating the one or more receiving devices
from which the at least one paging packet is received using an
authentication protocol.

41. The wireless apparatus of claim 40, wherein the authen-
tication protocol is a secure authentication of equals protocol.

42. The wireless apparatus of claim 30, wherein the appli-
cation communicates the credentials to the means for
encrypting located within a layer 2.

43. The wireless apparatus of claim 30, wherein the trans-
mission of the discovery packet to the one or more receiving
devices is a peer-to-peer communication.

44. The wireless apparatus of claim 30, wherein the appli-
cation is stored in a memory.

45. A computer program product, comprising:

a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising:

code that, when executed by a computer, causes the
computer to encrypt at least a portion of a discovery
packet using one or more credentials of an application
that, when executed, provides one or more services,
the discovery packet including information for adver-
tising at least one service provided by the application
to one or more receiving devices, and the encrypted
portion comprising an encrypted field that includes an
encrypted application name; and

code that, when executed by the computer, causes the
computer to transmit the discovery packet for being
received by the one or more receiving devices.

46. The computer program product of claim 45, wherein
the discovery packet is encrypted so that only receiving
devices that include the one or more credentials are able to
decode the discovery packet.

47. The computer program product of claim 46, wherein
the one or more credentials include a key that is used to
encrypt the discovery packet.

48. The computer program product of claim 46, wherein
the encrypted field further includes at least one of an
encrypted wireless apparatus name, a message integrity
check, and a sequence number.

49. The computer program product of claim 46, wherein
the encrypted application name and the encrypted wireless
apparatus name are encrypted using the one or more creden-
tials.

50. The computer program product of claim 46, wherein
the sequence number increases each time the discovery
packet is transmitted.

51. The computer program product of claim 46, wherein
the discovery packet further includes an unencrypted field.

52. The computer program product of claim 51, wherein
the unencrypted field includes location information.

53. The computer program product of claim 45, wherein
the discovery packet further includes a discovery packet tag.

54. The computer program product of claim 45, further
comprising code that, when executed by the computer, causes
the computer to receive at least one paging request packet
from the one or more receiving devices.

55. The computer program product of claim 45, further
comprising code that, when executed by the computer, causes
the computer to authenticate the one or more receiving
devices from which the at least one paging packet is received
using an authentication protocol.

56. The computer program product of claim 55, wherein
the authentication protocol is a secure authentication of
equals protocol.

57. The computer program product of claim 45, wherein
the credentials are received within a layer 2.
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58. The computer program product of claim 45, wherein
the transmission of the discovery packet to the one or more
receiving devices is a peer-to-peer communication.
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